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Today, even as America asserts itself globally, it lacks a grand strategy to replace containment of
communism. In this short, sharp book, Gary Hart outlines a new grand strategy, one directing Americas
powers to the achievement of its large purposes. Central to this strategy is the power of American ideals,
what Hart calls the fourth power. Constitutional liberties, representative government, press freedom - these
and other democratic principles, attractive to peoples worldwide, constitute a resource that may prove as
important to national security and the national interest in this dangerous new century as traditional military,
economic and political might. Writes Hart: The idea that government exists to protect, not oppress, the
individual has an enormous power not fully understood by most Americans who take this principle for
granted from birth. Far more nations will follow us because of the power of this ideal than the might of all
our weapons. Against those who view Americas noblest values as an inconvenience or even hindrance to the
exertion of influence abroad, Hart warns that we ignore principle only at our peril. Such an approach may
serve short-term goals, but there are costs; among them is the compromising of a crucial strategic asset,
Americas fourth power. Certain objectives require a military response--few serious people would disagree.
The question is whether Americas purposes are best achieved through empire and force or through principle
and persuasion. To suggest the former, Hart argues, is to misread both history and our current revolutionary
age, one where terrorism, the internationalization of markets, information technology, eroding nation-state
authority and other realities demand not doctrines of superstate unilateralism and preemption but rather
appreciation for new collective security structures, international regulatory bodies, even forms of
collaborative sovereignty. Applying the best insights of strategy to statecraft, Hart finds fuzziness,
overreaching, and theological simplicity in Americas current foreign policy. Nor does he believe the war on
terror, necessary in the near term, will itself serve to chart Americas larger strategic course. A bracing vision
of an America responsive to a full spectrum of global challenges, The Fourth Power calls for a deeper
understanding both of the threats we face and the profound strengths at our disposal to fight them.
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From reader reviews:

Jeanne Linder:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this The Fourth Power: A Grand Strategy for the United States in the Twenty-First
Century, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a publication.

Melissa Chandler:

The e-book with title The Fourth Power: A Grand Strategy for the United States in the Twenty-First Century
contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
specific book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read this anywhere you want.

Gladys James:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Fourth Power: A Grand Strategy for the United
States in the Twenty-First Century, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

Mary Gilbert:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Fourth Power: A Grand Strategy for the
United States in the Twenty-First Century. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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