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What we now call "the good life" first appeared in California during the 1930s. Motels, home trailers, drive-
ins, barbecues, beach life and surfing, sports from polo and tennis and golf to mountain climbing and skiing,
"sportswear" (a word coined at the time), and sun suits were all a part of the good life--perhaps California's
most distinctive influence of the 1930s. In The Dream Endures, Kevin Starr shows how the good life
prospered in California--in pursuits such as film, fiction, leisure, and architecture--and helped to define
American culture and society then and for years to come.
Starr previously chronicled how Californians absorbed the thousand natural shocks of the Great Depression--
unemployment, strikes, Communist agitation, reactionary conspiracies--in Endangered Dreams, the fourth
volume of his classic history of California. In The Dream Endures, Starr reveals the other side of the picture,
examining the newly important places where the good life flourished, like Los Angeles (where Hollywood
lived), Palm Springs (where Hollywood vacationed), San Diego (where the Navy went), the California
Institute of Technology in Pasadena (where Einstein went and changed his view of the universe), and college
towns like Berkeley. We read about the rich urban life of San Francisco and Los Angeles, and in newly
important communities like Carmel and San Simeon, the home of William Randolph Hearst, where, each
Thursday afternoon, automobiles packed with Hollywood celebrities would arrive from Southern California
for the long weekend at Hearst Castle.
The 1930s were the heyday of the Hollywood studios, and Starr brilliantly captures Hollywood films and the
society that surrounded the studios. Starr offers an astute discussion of the European refugees who arrived in
Hollywood during the period: prominent European film actors and artists and the creative refugees who were
drawn to Hollywood and Southern California in these years--Igor Stravinsky, Arnold Schoenberg, Man Ray,
Bertolt Brecht, Christopher Isherwood, Aldous Huxley, Thomas Mann, and Franz Werfel. Starr gives a
fascinating account of how many of them attempted to recreate their European world in California and how
others, like Samuel Goldwyn, provided stories and dreams for their adopted nation. Starr reserves his
greatest attention and most memorable writing for San Francisco. For Starr, despite the city's beauty and
commercial importance, San Francisco's most important achievement was the sense of well-being it
conferred on its citizens. It was a city that "magically belonged to everyone."
Whether discussing photographers like Edward Weston and Ansel Adams, "hard-boiled fiction" writers, or
the new breed of female star--Marlene Dietrich, Jean Harlow, Bette Davis, Carole Lombard, and the
improbable Mae West--The Dream Endures is a brilliant social and cultural history--in many ways the most
far-reaching and important of Starr's California books.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maples:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Dream Endures: California Enters the 1940s
(Americans and the California Dream).

Michael Banks:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to
the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Dream Endures: California
Enters the 1940s (Americans and the California Dream) to read.

George Tucker:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Dream Endures: California Enters the 1940s
(Americans and the California Dream) as your daily resource information.

Nancy Lundy:

The Dream Endures: California Enters the 1940s (Americans and the California Dream) can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Dream Endures: California Enters the 1940s (Americans and the
California Dream) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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