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Explains why poetry gave way to the realist novel as the dominant literary form in nineteenth-century
England.

Once the dominant literary form, poetry was gradually eclipsed by the realist novel; indeed, by 1940 W. H.
Auden was able to note, “Poetry makes nothing happen.” In The Perversity of Poetry, Dino Franco Felluga
explores the cultural background of poetry’s marginalization by examining nineteenth-century reactions to
Romantic poetry and ideology. Focusing on the work of Sir Walter Scott and Lord Byron, as well as
periodical reviews, student manuals, and contemporary medical journals, the book details the period’s two
contending (and equally outrageous) claims regarding poetry. Scott’s poetry, on the one hand, was
continually represented as a panacea for a modern world overtaken by new principles of utilitarianism,
capitalism, industrialism, and democracy. Byron’s, by contrast, was represented either as a cancer in the
heart of the social order or as a contagious pandemic leading to various pathological symptoms. The book
concludes with a coda on Alfred Lord Tennyson, which illustrates how the Victorian reception of Scott and
Byron affected the most popular poetic genius of midcentury. Ultimately, The Perversity of Poetry uncovers
how the shift to a rhetoric of health allowed critics to oppose what they perceived as a potent and potentially
dangerous influence on the age, the very thing that would over the course of the century be marginalized into
such obscurity: poetry, thanks to its perverse insistence on making something happen.

Dino Franco Felluga is Associate Professor of English at Purdue University.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

The particular book The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius will
bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Perversity of
Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Katrina White:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius.

Miguel Penix:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Perversity of Poetry:
Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying
as your good habit, you could pick The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet
of Genius become your starter.

Cheryl Edgerly:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the The Perversity of Poetry: Romantic Ideology and the Popular Male Poet of Genius when you
necessary it?
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