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The problem came to a head one day as I was driving through Tokyo. While waiting for the light to change, I
saw the following public service announcement on the side of a bus: Omoiyari hitonikurumani konomachini
(Sympathy / toward people, toward cars / toward this town). Seventeen syllables. Five-seven-five format. It
must be a haiku, I thought. But when I reached the office and repeated the announcement to my Japanese
coworkers, none of them thought it was a haiku. I knew they were thinking to themselves, What kind of a
lunatic is she? One tried to break the news to me gently, It’s not a haiku, it’s an advertising jingle. Well, I
knew it was an advertising jingle, but still, wasn’t it an advertising jingle haiku?—From The Haiku
Apprentice

Abigail Friedman was an American diplomat in Tokyo, not a writer. A chance encounter leads her to a haiku
group, where she discovers poetry that anyone can enjoy writing. Her teacher and fellow haiku group
members instruct her in seasonal flora and fauna, and gradually she learns to describe the world in plain
words, becoming one of the millions in Japan who lead a haiku life. This is the author’s story of her literary
and cultural voyage, and more: it is an invitation to readers to form their own neighborhood haiku groups
and, like her, learn to see the world anew.

"...A deft and seamless merging of genres: at once memoir, travel literature, and an unpretentious guide onto
the terrain of Japanese poetry. It will appeal not just to poetry lovers, but to all readers who are curious about
the world beyond their own borders." -- Foreword Magazine

"Friedman is an appealing guide through an alternate Japan where modern people make poems about teacups
and temples but also about skyscrapers and kidney surgery." -- East Bay Express

"The book is not designed to make the reader a poet, but it does, perhaps, help us to pay more attention to
our poetical eye." -- BiblioBuffet

"The Haiku Apprentice gives the reader an original, thoughtful and personal glimpse of one expat’s
productive encounter with Japan." -- Metropolis

"...Notable for its frankness and enthusiasm...Friedman has made a lively narrative out of the things she
learned..." -- The Japan Times
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing
Poetry in Japan book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kai Martin:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read is definitely The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan.

Violet Shook:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of
Writing Poetry in Japan reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The Haiku
Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan as good book not simply by the cover but also through the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

William Jones:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book The Haiku Apprentice: Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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