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In Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba, Ivor L. Miller shows how African migrants and
their political fraternities played a formative role in the history of Cuba. During the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, no large kingdoms controlled Nigeria and Cameroon's multilingual Cross River basin. Instead,
each settlement had its own lodge of the initiation society called Ékpè, or "leopard," which was the highest
indigenous authority. Ékpè lodges ruled local communities while also managing regional and long-distance
trade. Cross River Africans, enslaved and forcibly brought to colonial Cuba, reorganized their Ékpè clubs
covertly in Havana and Matanzas into a mutual-aid society called Abakuá, which became foundational to
Cuba's urban life and music.

Miller's extensive fieldwork in Cuba and West Africa documents ritual languages and practices that survived
the Middle Passage and evolved into a unifying charter for transplanted slaves and their successors. To gain
deeper understanding of the material, Miller underwent Ékpè initiation rites in Nigeria after ten years'
collaboration with Abakuá initiates in Cuba and the United States. He argues that Cuban music, art, and even
politics rely on complexities of these African-inspired codes of conduct and leadership. Voice of the Leopard
is an unprecedented tracing of an African title-society to its Caribbean incarnation, which has deeply
influenced Cuba's creative energy and popular consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

The book Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at
a book Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) to get your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a reserve Voice of the Leopard: African Secret
Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Maureen Harris:

Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Voice of
the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Melvin Bragg:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Chris Moore:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified
as of book Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series). You can add
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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