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The industrial expansion of the twentieth century brought with it a profound shift away from traditional
agricultural modes and practices in the American South. The forces of economic modernity -- specialization,
mechanization, and improved efficiency -- swept through southern farm communities, leaving significant
upheaval in their wake. In an attempt to comprehend the complexities of the present and prepare for the
uncertainties of the future, many southern farmers searched for order and meaning in their memories of the
past. In Southern Farmers and Their Stories, Melissa Walker explores the ways in which a diverse array of
farmers remember and recount the past. The book tells the story of the modernization of the South in the
voices of those most affected by the decline of traditional ways of life and work. Walker analyzes the
recurring patterns in their narratives of change and loss, filling in gaps left by more conventional political
and economic histories of southern agriculture. Southern Farmers and Their Stories also highlights the
tensions inherent in the relationship between history and memory. Walker employs the concept of
"communities of memory" to describe the shared sense of the past among southern farmers. History and
memory converge and shape one another in communities of memory through an ongoing process in which
shared meanings emerge through an elaborate alchemy of recollection and interpretation. In her careful
analysis of more than five hundred oral history narratives, Walker allows silenced voices to be heard and
forgotten versions of the past to be reconsidered. Southern Farmers and Their Stories preserves the shared
memories and meanings of southern agricultural communities not merely for their own sake but for the
potential benefit of a region, a nation, and a world that has much to learn from the lessons of previous
generations of agricultural providers.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Garcia:

This Southern Farmers and Their Stories: Memory and Meaning in Oral History (New Directions in
Southern History) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Southern Farmers
and Their Stories: Memory and Meaning in Oral History (New Directions in Southern History) without we
understand teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry
Southern Farmers and Their Stories: Memory and Meaning in Oral History (New Directions in Southern
History) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Southern Farmers and Their Stories: Memory and
Meaning in Oral History (New Directions in Southern History) having great arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Martha Furman:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Southern Farmers and Their Stories: Memory and Meaning in Oral History
(New Directions in Southern History) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Southern Farmers and Their Stories: Memory and
Meaning in Oral History (New Directions in Southern History) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Southern Farmers and Their Stories: Memory and
Meaning in Oral History (New Directions in Southern History) is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Kevin Kennard:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Southern Farmers and Their Stories: Memory and Meaning in Oral History
(New Directions in Southern History) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.



June Whitaker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Southern Farmers and
Their Stories: Memory and Meaning in Oral History (New Directions in Southern History).
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