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The son of an army officer, Conrad S. Babcock graduated from West Point in 1898, just in time for the
opening of the Spanish-American War. Because of his father’s position, he managed to secure a place in the
force that Major General Wesley Merritt led to Manila to secure the city. The Philippine Insurrection, as
Americans described it, began shortly after he arrived. What Babcock observed in subsequent months and
years, and details in his memoir, was the remarkable transition the U.S. Army was undergoing. From after
the Civil War until just before the Spanish War, the army amounted to 28,000 men. It increased to 125,000,
tiny compared with those of the great European nations of France and Germany, but the great change in the
army came after its arrival in France in the summer of 1918, when the German army compelled the U.S. to
change its nineteenth-century tactics.

            Babcock’s original manuscript has been shortened by Robert H. Ferrell into eight chapters which
illustrate the tremendous shift in warfare in the years surrounding the turn of the century. The first part of the
book describes small actions against Filipinos and such assignments as taking a cavalry troop into the fire-
destroyed city of San Francisco in 1906 or duty in the vicinity of Yuma in Arizona when border troubles
were heating up with brigands and regular troops. The remaining chapters, beginning in 1918, set out the
battles of Soissons (July 18–22) and Saint-Mihiel (September 12–16) and especially the immense battle of
the Meuse-Argonne (September 26–November 11), the largest (1.2 million troops involved) and deadliest
(26,000 men killed) battle in all of American history.

            By the end of his career, Babcock was an adroit battle commander and an astute observer of military
operations. Unlike most other officers around him, he showed an ability and willingness to adapt infantry
tactics in the face of recently developed technology and weaponry such as the machine gun. When he retired
in 1937 and began to write his memoirs, another world war had begun, giving additional context to his
observations about the army and combat over the preceding forty years.

            Until now, Babcock’s account has only been available in the archives of the Hoover Institution, but
with the help of Ferrell's crisp, expert editing, this record of army culture in the first decades of the twentieth
century can now reach a new generation of scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

The book Reminiscences of Conrad S. Babcock: The Old U.S. Army and the New, 1898-1918 (American
Military Experience) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Reminiscences of Conrad S. Babcock: The
Old U.S. Army and the New, 1898-1918 (American Military Experience)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Reminiscences of Conrad S. Babcock: The Old U.S. Army and
the New, 1898-1918 (American Military Experience) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Lola Taylor:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Reminiscences of Conrad S.
Babcock: The Old U.S. Army and the New, 1898-1918 (American Military Experience) book because book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you may already know.

Judy Newberry:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Reminiscences of Conrad S. Babcock: The Old U.S. Army and the
New, 1898-1918 (American Military Experience) will give you new experience in examining a book.

Maryann Warren:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Reminiscences of Conrad S. Babcock:
The Old U.S. Army and the New, 1898-1918 (American Military Experience) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially.



It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Reminiscences
of Conrad S. Babcock: The Old U.S. Army and the New, 1898-1918 (American Military Experience) can to
be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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