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At the forefront of anew erain American history, Briggs v. Elliott was one of the first five school
segregation lawsuits argued consecutively before the U.S. Supreme Court in 1952. The resulting collective
1954 landmark decision, known as Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, struck down legalized
segregation in American public schools. The genesis of Briggs wasin 1947, when the black community of
Clarendon County, South Carolina, took action against the abysmally poor educational services provided for
their children. In amove that would define him as an early—although unsung—champion for civil rights
justice, Joseph A. De Laine, a pastor and school principal, led his neighbors to challenge South Carolina's
"separate but equal” practice of racial segregation in public schools. Their lawsuit, Briggs, provided the
impetus that led to Brown.

In this engrossing memoir, Ophelia De Laine Gona, the daughter of Reverend De Laine, becomes the first to
cite and credit adequately the forces responsible for filing Briggs. Based on De Laine's writings and papers,
witness testimonies, and the author's personal knowledge, Gona's account fills agap in civil rights history by
providing a poignant insider's view of the events and personalities—including NAACP attorney Thurgood
Marshall and federal district judge J. Waties Waring—central to thistrailblazing case.

Though De Laine and the brave parents who filed Briggs v. Elliott initially lost their lawsuit in district court,
the case grew in significance when the plaintiffs appealed the decision to the U.S. Supreme Court. Three
years after the appeal, the Briggs case was one of the five lawsuits that shared the historic Brown decision.
However, the ruling did not prevent De Laine and his family from suffering vicious reprisals from vindictive
white citizens. In 1955, after he was shot at and his church was burned to the ground, De Laine prudently
fled South Carolinain order to save hislife. He died in exile in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 1974. Fifty
years after the Supreme Court's decision, De Laine was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in
recognition of hisrole in reshaping the American civil rights landscape.

Those interested in justice, human rights, and leadership, aswell asin the civil rights movement and South
Carolina social history, will be fascinated by thisinspiring tale of how one man's unassailable moral
character, raw courage, and steely fortitude inspired a group of humble people to become instruments of
change and set in motion a corrective force that revolutionized the laws and social practices of a nation.
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From reader reviews:
Irma Hughes:

The book Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggsv. Elliott? A few of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each
other; it ispossible to share al of these. Book Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the
enormous world by wide open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Kimberly Hopkins:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott had
been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggsv. Elliott is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. Y ou
can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Dawn of
Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggsv. Elliott. You never experience lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Kenneth Leishman:

Here thing why this particular Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott are different and
reputable to be yours. First of al reading abook is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports
which isthe content is as delightful as food or not. Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggsv.
Elliott giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but thereis no
book that similar with Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggsv. Elliott. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or evenin
your method home by train. Should you be having difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form
of Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott in e-book can be your choice.

Linda Soto:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
guestion was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to



increase you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are
these claims Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott.
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