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In his new book, the eminent anthropologist Wyatt MacGaffey provides an ethnographically enriched history
of Dagbon from the fifteenth century to the present, setting that history in the context of the regional
resources and political culture of northern Ghana. Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers shows how the history
commonly assumed by scholars has been shaped by the prejudices of colonial anthropology, the needs of
British indirect rule, and local political agency. The book demonstrates, too, how political agency has shaped
the kinship system. MacGaffey traces the evolution of chieftaincy as the sources of power changed and as
land ceased to be simply the living space of the dependents of a chief and became a commodity and a
resource for development. The internal violence in Dagbon that has been a topic of national and international
concern since 2002 is shown to be a product of the interwoven values of tradition, modern Ghanaian politics,
modern education, and economic opportunism.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics,
and Land Ownership in Northern Ghana. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a new book Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics,
and Land Ownership in Northern Ghana. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Kenneth Roberts:

The book Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in Northern Ghana can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land
Ownership in Northern Ghana? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Chiefs, Priests,
and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in Northern Ghana has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Rhonda Rudder:

Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in Northern Ghana can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight
arrangement in writing Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in
Northern Ghana however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial thinking.

Michelle Jarvis:

This Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in Northern Ghana is
completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in



Northern Ghana can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your
better life in addition to knowledge.
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