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The Nobel Prize-winning economist Robert Solow directs his attention here to one of today's most
controversial social issues. how to get people off welfare and into jobs. With characteristic eloquence, wit,
and rigor, Solow condemns the welfare reforms recently passed by Congress and President Clinton for
confronting welfare recipients with an unworkabl e choice--finding work in the current labor market or losing
benefits. He argues that the only practical and fair way to move recipientsto work is, in contrast, through an
ambitious plan to guarantee that every able-bodied citizen has accessto ajob.

Solow contends that the demand implicit in the 1996 Welfare Reform Act for welfare recipientsto find work
in the existing labor market has two crucia flaws. First, the labor market would not easily make room for a
huge influx of unskilled, inexperienced workers. Second, the normal market adjustment to that influx would
drive down earnings for those aready in low-wage jobs. Solow concludesthat it is legitimate to want welfare
recipients to work, but not to want them to live at a miserable standard or to benefit at the expense of the
working poor, especialy since children are often the first to suffer. Instead, he writes, we should create new
demand for unskilled labor through public-service employment and incentives to the private sector--in effect,
fair "workfare." Solow presents widely ignored evidence that recipients themselves would welcome the
chance to work. But he also points out that practical, morally defensible workfare would be extremely
expensive--a problem that politicians who support the idea blithely fail to admit. Throughout, Solow places
debate over welfare reform in the context of a struggle to balance competing social values, in particular self-
reliance and altruism.

The book originated in Solow's 1997 Tanner Lectures on Human Values at Princeton University. It includes
reactions from the distinguished scholars Gertrude Himmelfarb, Anthony Lewis, Glenn Loury, and John
Roemer, who expand on and take issue with Solow's arguments. Work and Welfare is a powerful
contribution to debate about welfare reform and a penetrating look at the values that shape its course.
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From reader reviews:
Nathaniel Gonzalez:

The book Work and Welfare (The University Center for Human Values Series) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
Work and Welfare (The University Center for Human Values Series)? Severa of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Work and Welfare (The University Center for Human Values
Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the
enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Ricky Burnham:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Work and Welfare (The University Center for Human Vaues
Series) ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Work and Welfare (The University Center for
Human Values Series) is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you
sense bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the
book Work and Welfare (The University Center for Human Values Series). Y ou never sense lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Laura Mason:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many peopleto
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Work and Welfare (The University
Center for Human Values Series) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred pct guarantees thereis no doubt in it you may already know.

Susan Martinez;

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be ableto year. Aswe know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the
book Work and Welfare (The University Center for Human Values Series) we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book
Work and Welfare (The University Center for Human Values Series). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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