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How did Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday become a national holiday? Why do we exchange presents on
Christmas and Chanukah? What do bunnies have to do with Easter? How did Earth Day become a global
holiday? These questions and more are answered in this fascinating exploration into the history and meaning
of holidays and rituals. Edited by Amitai Etzioni, one of the most influential social and political thinkers of
our time, this collection provides a compelling overview of the impact that holidays and rituals have on our
family and communal life.

From community solidarity to ethnic relations to religious traditions, We Are What We Celebrate argues
that holidays such as Halloween, Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, New Y ear's Eve, and Valentine's Day play an
important role in reinforcing, and sometimes redefining, our values as a society. The collection brings
together classic and original essaysthat, for the first time, offer acomprehensive overview and analysis of
the important role such celebrations play in maintaining amoral order as well asin cementing family bonds,
building community relations and creating national identity. The essays cover such topics as the creation of
Thanksgiving as a national holiday; the importance of holidays for children; the mainstreaming of Kwanzaa;
and the controversy over Columbus Day celebrations.

Compelling and often surprising, thislook at holidays and rituals brings new meaning to not just the ways we
celebrate but to what those celebrations tell us about ourselves and our communities.

Contributors: Theodore Caplow, Gary Cross, Matthew Dennis, Amitai Etzioni, John R. Gillis, Ellen M.
Litwicki, Diana Muir, Francesca Polletta, Elizabeth H. Pleck, David E. Proctor, Mary F. Whiteside, and
AnnaDay Wilde.
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From reader reviews:
Pam Gray:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this particular
We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Rituals to read.

Donna Vandyne:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get alot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story aswell astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet aways try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them isthis We Are What We Celebrate: Understanding Holidays and Rituals.

Wanda Riddle:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This We Are What We Celebrate:
Understanding Holidays and Ritualsis simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Coles;

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like We Are What We Celebrate:
Understanding Holidays and Rituals which is getting the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's find.
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