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In this rich and authoritative history, distinguished historian Robert F. Durden tells the story of the formation
of Duke University, beginning with its creation in 1924 as a new institution organized around Trinity
College. As Durden reveals, this narrative belongs first and foremost to Duke University's original President,
William Preston Few, whose visionary leadership successfully launched the building of the first voluntarily
supported research university in the South. In focusing on Duke University's most formative and critical
years—its first quarter century—Durden commemorates Few's remarkable successes while recognizing the
painful realities and uncertainties of a young institution.
Made possible by a gift from James B. Duke, the wealthiest member of the family that had underwritten
Trinity College since 1890, Duke University was organized with Few as president. Few's goal was to turn
Duke into a world-class institution of higher education and these early years saw the development of much of
what we know as Duke University today. Drawing on extensive archival material culled over a ten-year
period, Durden discusses the building of the Medical Center, the rebuilding of the School of Law, the
acquisition of the Duke Forest and development of the School of Forestry, the nurturing of the Divinity
School, and the enrichment of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.
It was also during this period, as Durden details, that such treasures as the Sarah P. Duke Gardens were
created, as well as some near treasures, as seen by the failed attempt to start an art museum. Although the
story of the birth of this University belongs largely to William Preston Few, other people figure prominently
and are discussed at length. Alice Baldwin, who led in the establishment of the Woman's College, emerges as
a fascinating figure, as do William H. Wannamaker, James B. Duke, William Hanes Ackland, Robert L.
Flowers, Justin Miller, and Wilburt Cornell Davision, among others.
Although impressive growth occurred in Duke's formative years, tensions also arose. The need to strike an
institutional balance between the twin demands of teaching and research, of regional versus national status,
combined with continual shortages of funds, created occasional obstacles. The problem of two sets of
trustees, one for the university and another for the Duke Endowment, loomed largest of all. As Few himself
said, during these early years Duke successfully embarked on a long journey, for it was not until after World
War II that Duke University consolidated the growth begun in the inter-war years.
An important contribution to the history of Southern higher education as well as to Duke University, this
book will be of great interest to historians, alumni, and friends of Duke University alike.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Eastman:

This The Launching of Duke University, 1924-1949 are usually reliable for you who want to be described as
a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Launching of Duke University, 1924-1949 can be one
of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person
with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring
it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Launching
of Duke University, 1924-1949 giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Joshua Montgomery:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Launching of Duke University, 1924-
1949 guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Launching of Duke University, 1924-1949 as
good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't
assess book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Linda Sandoval:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book The Launching of Duke University, 1924-1949 was filled regarding science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

James Ritchey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims The Launching of Duke University, 1924-1949.
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