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Gender and sexual identity formation is an ongoing anthropological conversation in both Middle Eastern
studies and urban studies, but the story of gay and lesbian identity in the Middle East is only just beginning
to betold. Queer Beirut isthefirst ethnographic study of queer livesin the Arab Middle East. Drawing on
anthropol ogy, urban studies, gender studies, queer studies, and sociocultural theory, Sofian Merabet's
compelling ethnography suggests a critical theory of gender and religious identity formations that will
disrupt conventional anthropological premises about the contingent role that society and particular urban
spaces have in facilitating the emergence of various subcultures within the city.

From 1995 to 2014, Merabet made a series of ethnographic journeys to Lebanon, during which he
interviewed numerous gay men in Beirut. Through their life stories, Merabet crafts moving ethnographic
narratives and explores how Lebanese gays inhabit and perform their gender as they formulate their sense of
identity. He al'so examines the notion of "queer space” in Beirut and the role that this city, its class and
sectarian structure, its colonial history, and religion have played in these peopl€e's discovery and exploration
of their sexualities. In using Beirut as a microcosm for the complexities of homosexual relationshipsin
contemporary Lebanon, Queer Beirut provides a critical standpoint from which to deepen our understandings
of gender rights and citizenship in the structuring of social inequality within the larger context of the Middle
East.
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From reader reviews:
Denise Rutledge:

This Queer Beirut is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all
aways deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately
using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentencesinit. So if you are read the item hurriedly
you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Queer Beirut in your hand like obtaining the world
in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or
fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So, it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy
do you till doubt that?

Louis Trent:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Queer Beirut is simpleto deliver
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save
the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Marylou Standley:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Queer Beirut can be the reply, oh how comes? The new
book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Robert Olsen:

Some peopl e said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Queer Beirut to make your current
reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try
to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and examining
especialy. Itisto be very first opinion for you to like to open up abook and learn it. Beside that the e-book
Queer Beirut can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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