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Pharaoh Akhenaten, who reigned for seventeen years in the fourteenth century B.C.E, is one of the most
intriguing rulers of ancient Egypt. His odd appearance and his preoccupation with worshiping the sun disc
Aten have stimulated academic discussion and controversy for more than a century. Despite the numerous
books and articles about this enigmatic figure, many questions about Akhenaten and the Atenism religion
remain unanswered. In Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism, James K. Hoffmeier argues that
Akhenaten was not, as is often said, a radical advocating a new religion, but rather a primitivist: that is, one
who reaches back to a golden age and emulates it. Akhenatens inspiration was the Old Kingdom (2650-2400
B.C.E.), when the sun-god Re/Atum ruled as the unrivaled head of the Egyptian pantheon. Hoffmeier finds
that Akhenaten was a genuine convert to the worship of Aten, the sole creator God, based on the Pharoahs
own testimony of a theophany, a divine encounter that launched his monotheistic religious odyssey. The
book also explores the Atenist religions possible relationship to Israels religion, offering a close comparison
of the hymn to the Aten to Psalm 104, which has been identified by scholars as influenced by the Egyptian
hymn. Through a careful reading of key texts, artworks, and archaeological studies, Hoffmeier provides
compelling new insights into a religion that predated Moses and Hebrew monotheism, the impact of Atenism
on Egyptian religion and politics, and the aftermath of Akhenatens reign.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Otoole:

The book Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Akhenaten and the
Origins of Monotheism? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Amy Davis:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a book. The book Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Lori Gravitt:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Akhenaten and the Origins of
Monotheism which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Debra Brunette:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism or
perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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