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Inlife and in death, fame and glory eluded Zebulon Montgomery Pike (1779-1813). The ambitious young
military officer and explorer, best known for a mountain peak that he neither scaled nor named, was destined
to live in the shadows of more famous contemporaries—explorers Meriwether Lewis and William Clark.
This collection of thought-provoking essays rescues Pike from his undeserved obscurity. It does so by
providing a nuanced assessment of Pike and his actions within the larger context of American imperial
ambition in the time of Jefferson.

Pike' s accomplishments as an explorer and mapmaker and as a soldier during the War of 1812 has been
tainted by his alleged connection to Aaron Burr’s conspiracy to separate the trans-Appal achian region from
the United States. For two hundred years historians have debated whether Pike was an explorer or a spy,
whether he knew about the Burr Conspiracy or was just aloyal foot soldier. This book moves beyond that
controversy to offer new scholarly perspectives on Pike's career.

The essayists—all prominent historians of the American West—examine Pike' s expeditions and writings,
which provided an image of the Southwest that would shape American culture for decades. John Logan
Allen explores Pike' s contributions to science and cartography; James P. Ronda and Leo E. Oliva address his
relationships with Native peoples and Spanish officials; Jay H. Buckley chronicles Pike' s life and compares
Pike to other Jeffersonian explorers; Jared Orsi discusses the impact of his expeditions on the environment;
and William E. Foley examines hisrole in Burr’s conspiracy. Together the essays assess Pike's
accomplishments and shortcomings as an explorer, soldier, empire builder, and family man.

Pike' s 1810 journals and maps gave Americans an important glimpse of the headwaters of the Mississippi
and the southwestern borderlands, and his account of the opportunities for trade between the Mississippi
Valley and New Mexico offered a blueprint for the Santa Fe Trail. This volume isthe first in more than a
generation to offer new scholarly perspectives on the career of an overlooked figure in the opening of the
American West.
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From reader reviews:
Betty Epperson:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typicaly the Zebulon Pike, Thomas Jefferson, and the
Opening of the American West iskind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jonathan McL ean:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can aso inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of themisthis
Zebulon Pike, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West.

Carrie Mathis:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Zebulon Pike, Thomas Jefferson, and
the Opening of the American West publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question
Zebulon Pike, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West as good book not simply by the
cover but aso from the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Dena Ramirez;

This Zebulon Pike, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information asit relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Zebulon
Pike, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any



in reading areserve especialy this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So, don't missthis! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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