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William E. Nelson here proposes a new beginning in the study of colonia legal history. Examining all
archival legal material for the period 1607-1776 and synthesizing existing scholarship in afour-volume
series, The Common Law in Colonial America shows how the legal systems of Britain's thirteen North
American colonies--initially established in response to divergent political, economic, and religious
initiatives--slowly converged into a common American legal order that differed substantially from English
common law.

Drawing on groundbreaking and overwhelmingly in-depth research into local court records and statutes, the
first volume explores how the law of the Chesapeake colonies--Virginia and Maryland--diverged sharply
from the New England colonies--Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, New Haven, Plymouth, and Rhode
Island--and traces the roots of these dissimilarities from their initial settlement until approximately 1660.
Nelson pointedly examines the disparate motives of the legal systems in the respective colonies as they dealt
with religion, price and labor regulations, crimes, public morals, the status of women, and the enforcement of
contractual obligations. He reveals how Virginians zeal for profit led to a harsh legal framework that
efficiently squeezed payment out of debtors and labor out of servants; whereas the laws of Massachusetts
were primarily concerned with the preservation of local autonomy and the moral values of family-centered
farming communities. The law in the other New England colonies, Nelson argues, gravitated towards the
Massachusetts model, while Maryland's law, gravitated toward that of Virginia.

Comprehensive, authoritative, and extensively researched, The Common Law in Colonial America, Volume
1: The Chesapeake and New England, 1607-1660 is the definitive resource on the beginnings of the common
law and its evolution during this vibrant erain Americas history. William E. Nelson here proposes a new
beginning in the study of colonial legal history.
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From reader reviews:
Eleonora Plunkett:

People livein this new day of lifestyle aways try and and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading books. It can be your aternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is definitely The Common Law in Colonial America, Val. 1: The Chesapeake and New
England 1607-1660.

Julia Gilmore:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. The Common Law in Colonial America, Val. 1. The Chesapeake and New England 1607-1660
can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Lucille Davis:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Common Law in Colonial America, Vol. 1. The Chesapeake and
New England 1607-1660 this guide consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. That
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of
to explainit is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here
iswhy this book acceptable all of you.

Carmel Smith:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Common Law in Colonial America, Vol. 1:
The Chesapeake and New England 1607-1660 can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know.
Y ou are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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