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From Thomas Jefferson to John Rawls, justice has been at the center of America’s self-image and national
creed. At the same time, for many of its peoples-from African slaves and European immigrants to women
and the poor-the American experience has been defined by injustice: oppression, disenfranchisement,
violence, and prejudice.

 

In Identity and the Failure of America, John Michael explores the contradictions between a mythic national
identity promising justice to all and the realities of a divided, hierarchical, and frequently iniquitous history
and social order. Through a series of insightful readings, Michael analyzes such cultural moments as the epic
dramatization of the tension between individual ambition and communal complicity in Moby-Dick, attempts
to effect social change through sympathy in the novels of Lydia Marie Child and Harriet Beecher Stowe,
Ralph Waldo Emerson’s antislavery activism and Frederick Douglass’s long fight for racial equity, and the
divisive figures of John Brown and Nat Turner in American letters and memory.

 

Focusing on exemplary instances when the nature of the United States as an essentially conflicted nation
turned to force, Michael ultimately posits the development of a more cosmopolitan American identity, one
that is more fully and justly imagined in response to the nation’s ethical failings at home and abroad.

 

John Michael is professor of English and of visual and cultural studies at the University of Rochester. He is
the author of Anxious Intellects: Academic Professionals, Public Intellectuals, and Enlightenment Values
and Emerson and Skepticism: The Cipher of the World.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Matson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Identity and the Failure of America: From
Thomas Jefferson to the War on Terror is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jimmy Martinez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. Identity and the Failure of America: From Thomas Jefferson to the War on Terror can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Charles Howell:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of several books in the top record in your reading list is actually Identity and the Failure of America: From
Thomas Jefferson to the War on Terror. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Bryant Davidson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Identity and the Failure of America: From Thomas Jefferson to the War on Terror when you
essential it?
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