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Americans today often think of thrift as a negative value—a miserly hoarding of resources and a denial of
pleasure. Even more telling, many Americans don't even think of thrift at all anymore. Franklin’s Thrift
challenges this state of mind by recovering the rich history of thrift as a quintessentially American virtue.

The contributors to this volume trace how, from the eighteenth century on, the idea and practice of thrift has
been a robust part of the American vision of economic freedom and social abundance. For Benjamin
Franklin, who personified and promoted the idea, thrift meant working productively, consuming wisely,
saving proportionally, and giving generously. Franklin's thrift became the cornerstone of a new kind of
secular faith in the ordinary person's capacity to shape his lot and fortune in life. Later chapters document
how in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, thrift moved into new domains. It became the animating idea
behind social movements to promote children's school savings, create mutual savings banks and credit
unions for working men and women, establish a federal savings bond program, and galvanize the nation to
conserve resources during two world wars.

Historians, enthusiasts of Americana or traditional American virtues, and anyone interested in resolving our
society's current financial woes will find much to treasure in this diverse collection, with topics ranging from
the inspirational lessons we can learn from the film It’s a Wonderful Life to a history of the roles played by
mutual savings banks, credit unions, and thrift stores in America’s national thrift movement. It also includes
actual policy recommendations for our present situation.
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From reader reviews:

Avril Morris:

Here thing why this kind of Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Franklin's
Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue in e-book can be your option.

Brandon Justice:

The guide untitled Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

James Johnson:

This Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue is great reserve for you because the content
and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Franklin's Thrift:
The Lost History of an American Virtue in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that will?

Kyle Reese:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Franklin's Thrift: The Lost History of an American Virtue can make
you experience more interested to read.
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