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When poet/critic Lars Gustafsson was the editor of Bonniers Litterära Magasin, he was bombarded with the
question, “What makes a good poem?” Forays into Swedish Poetry is his answer.

The fifteen poems in this volume range across the history of Swedish poetry from the 1640s, at the beginning
of the Period of Great Power, to the late twentieth century. Poets as diverse as Skogekär Bergbo, Erik Johan
Stagnelius, August Strindberg, and Vilhelm Ekelund are discussed from historical, psychological, and
sociopolitical viewpoints. However, Gustafsson includes only those poems he considers excellent.

Each essay begins with a presentation of the poem both in Swedish and in English translation. Gustafsson’s
analyses are built upon his subjective experiences with poems and poets and upon a more objective structural
approach that investigates the actual machinery of the poems. Thus, Gustafsson enlightens us with his always
imaginative, sometimes daring analyses, and we learn a great deal about the critic himself in the process.
One of his main concerns is what he calls, in his discussion of Edith Södergran, the very mysteriousness of
human existence. Time and again, Gustafsson emphasizes the enigmatic, arcane aspects of life in his
analyses. In contrast, his vocabulary and approach also bespeak a constant interest in science and technology.

In his introduction, Robert T. Rovinsky, the volume’s translator, presents examples of Gustafsson’s various
thematic interests as voiced in his poems, several of which are translated here for the first time. While “The
Machines” explores his theory of people as automatons and “Conversation between Philosophers” his
linguistic pessimism, Gustafsson’s work as a whole shows his enchantment with its major theme: the
intrinsic mystery of life.
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From reader reviews:

John White:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Forays into
Swedish Poetry suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Forays into Swedish Poetryis a single of several books which everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that
you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world within this book.

Kristen Hamilton:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Forays into Swedish Poetry can be your answer because it can be read by a
person who have those short time problems.

Jessica Adkins:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Forays into Swedish Poetry is simple to
bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Diane McCarthy:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Forays into Swedish Poetry can give you a lot of buddies
because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Forays into Swedish Poetry.
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