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Legendary breeder and world authority on canine movement Rachel Page Elliott’s classic volume Dogsteps
has been the definitive manual on canine movement for four decades. Dog show judges and breeders around
the world have relied upon this straightforward text and its “cineradiographic” illustrations to gain a more
complete understanding of canine gait. Even with the passing of its famous author in 2009, no other volume
has stepped in the path of Dogsteps.

Upon its publication in 1973, the Dog Writers Association of America bestowed upon Dogsteps its highest
award “Best Book of the Year.” More than an analytical look at canine gait, the book teaches the reader
about canine anatomy and how each body part contributes to a dog’s correct movement. In the show ring,
judges evaluate a dog’s movement to determine whether or not the dog is correctly structured: Dogsteps
explains what the judge is—or should be—looking for in lay man’s terms, making this book essential for all
breeders, judges, exhibitors, and students of purebred dogs.

The book begins by explaining the terminology commonly encountered in describing canine anatomy (e.g.,
stop, occiput, withers, hock, croup, etc.) and showing three comparative skeletons (dog, horse, and human),
pointing out critical similarities and differences between each. The author describes the eight natural gaits of
dogs and how each is accomplished in specific dogs; these include: walk, amble, pace, trot, hackney gait,
suspension, canter, and gallop.

Individual chapters are devoted to the topics of angulation, toplines and tails, front assemblies, and shoulder
assemblies. Each chapter is illustrated with “moving x-rays” to give the reader a clearer picture of how each
anatomical region affects the dog’s gait, pointing out common flaws, the importance of correct structure, and
how balance and ease of movement are achieved in a properly put-together dog.

In an effort to provide dog breeders with a manual for breeding sound dogs, Rachel Page Elliott makes a case
for correct structure as the most important aspect of keeping a breeder’s line going strong. Recognizing faults
in movement and structure, while not the primary intent of the book, allows the reader to be more aware of
the many structural pitfalls that threaten the quality of many purebred dogs today. Beyond having a great
breeder as a mentor, Dogsteps is the single best source for learning all there is to know about canine
anatomy, structure, and movement. The author concludes, “Experience is a good teacher, but
knowledge—with a little luck!—steers the shortest way to lasting success.”
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From reader reviews:

Guy Gregory:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Dogsteps: A New Look.

Jonathan Garcia:

The reserve untitled Dogsteps: A New Look is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Dogsteps: A New Look from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Debra Sudduth:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Dogsteps: A New Look was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Dogsteps: A New Look has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.

Harry Blalock:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Dogsteps: A New Look to make your own
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the
guide Dogsteps: A New Look can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of this time.
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