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Thisisapowerful account of how the ruin and resurrection of Zhuangzi in modern Chinas literary history
correspond to the rise and fall of modern Chinese individuality. Liu Janmei highlights two central
philosophical themes of Zhuangzi: the absolute spiritual freedom as presented in the chapter of Free and
Easy Wandering and the regjection of absolute and fixed views on right and wrong as seen in the chapter of
On the Equality of Things. She argues the twentieth century reinterpretation and appropriation of these two
important philosophical themes best testify to the dilemma and inner-struggle of modern Chinese
intellectuals. In the cultural environment in which Chinese writers and scholars were working, the pursuit of
individual freedom aswell as the more tolerant and multifaceted cultural mentality has constantly been
downplayed, suppressed, or criticized. By addressing a large number of modern Chinese writers, including
Guo Moruo, Hu Shi, Lu Xun, Zhou Zuoren, Lin Y utang, Fei Ming, Liu Xiaofeng, Wang Zengaqi, Han
Shaogong, Ah Cheng, Yan Lianke, and Gao Xingjian, the author provides an insightful and engaging study
of how they have embraced, rejected, and returned to ancient thought and how the spirit of Zhuangzi has
illuminated their writing and thinking through the turbulent eras of modern China. This book not only
explores modern Chinese writers complicated relationship with tradition, but aso sheds light on if the
freedom of independence, non-participation, and roaming and the more encompassing cultural space inspired
by Zhuangzis spirit were allowed to exist in the modern Chinese literary context. Involving the interplay
between philosophy, literature, and history, Liu delineates a neglected literary tradition influenced by
Zhuangzi and Daoism and traces its struggles to survive in modern and contemporary Chinese culture.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Poteat:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Zhuangzi and Modern Chinese Literature. Y ou can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
Zhuangzi and Modern Chinese Literature. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world
with abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Terry Matlock:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Zhuangzi and
Modern Chinese Literature suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Zhuangzi and Modern Chinese Literatureis the one of several booksin which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their planin the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will
give you alot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this
book.

Earl Hess:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Zhuangzi and Modern Chinese
Literature e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own persona hunger then you still uncertainty Zhuangzi
and Modern Chinese Literature as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one
reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Tanya Caggiano:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because al of thistime you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Zhuangzi and Modern Chinese Literature can be your answer since it can be read by a person who
have those short extra time problems.
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