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He died in 1995, but his nautical adventure books continue to bring entertainment and escape to legions of
fans worldwide. He was larger than life, perhaps the most successful sailing writer of the twentieth century.
But, as Anthony Dalton's meticulously researched biography reveals, Tristan Jones was not who he said he
was.

Wayward Sailor began as an uncomplicated tribute to a great adventurer and writer, but one line of inquiry
branched to another, plunging Dalton into a three-year odyssey of his own. With the cooperation of Tristan's
friends and supporters, Dalton pursued Tristan's life through correspondence, logbooks, government
documents, and interviews worldwide. With each new revelation, Tristan's voyage through life seemed more
and more like his greatest adventure.

His real name was Arthur Jones. He was born in Liverpool in 1929, the illegitimate son of a working-class
Lancashire girl, and he grew up in orphanages with little education. Too young to see action in the World
War II naval battles he would later write about so movingly, he joined the Royal Navy in 1946 and served
fourteen unremarkable years.

Arthur Jones then bought an old sailboat and tried his hand at smuggling whiskey cross-Channel. In his early
thirties he sailed into a Mediterranean limbo, scraping a living from charters by day and haunting the bars of
Ibiza by night. When he was drunk, which was often, he could be loud and obnoxious and had the scars to
prove it. He had no family, no attachments, no accomplishments.

Then came a midlife sea change. Arthur Jones looked into his future, imagined greatness, and began to claw
his way to it. Having taught himself to sail, he taught himself to write. He was a natural at both. As Tristan
Jones, in his midforties, he sailed out of Brazil's Mato Grosso and into a Greenwich Village apartment to
write six books in three years and reinvent his past.

The Tristan Jones of his books was born in a storm at sea in 1924 on his father's tramp steamer; was
torpedoed three time in epic World War II engagements; completed the first circumnavigation of Iceland;
traveled farther north and farther up the Amazon River than any sailor before him; and sailed more than
400,000 miles, 180,000 of them solo. Readers loved his books and crowded his lectures and signings. He had
a bard's voice and a street performer's delivery. He had more renown than he could have dreamed.

Having invented a life, Tristan Jones tried to live it. After the amputation of his left leg in 1982 he sailed
more than halfway around the world. He lost his right leg in 1991 yet still returned briefly to sea. But as his
body failed him, so too did his spirits. It was as if the life from which he'd bodily lifted himself were pulling
him down again. He died a bitter man.

Wayward Sailor is the biography Tristan Jones did not want. His books were autobiographical, he said; there
was no more to tell. But there was. Wayward Sailor is the last Tristan Jones story and the most incredible
one of all: the story of a man who invented himself.
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From reader reviews:

Richard McCain:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Wayward
Sailor? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Elsie Canada:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Wayward Sailor book because book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it everbody knows.

Susan Tarin:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Wayward Sailor why because the great cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Meghan Drucker:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Wayward Sailor can give you a lot of buddies because
by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? We should have Wayward Sailor.
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