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I have thus described the fortunes of the Romans in their wars up to the present day, as far as possible
assigning the description of events to their proper times and places. What follows will not be arranged with
the same exactness, but everything shall be written down as it took place throughout the whole extent of the
Roman empire. My reason for this is, that it would not have been expedient for me to describe these events
fully while those who were their authors were still alive; for, had I done so, I could neither have escaped the
notice of the multitude of spies, nor, had I been detected, could I have avoided a most horrible death; for I
could not even have relied upon my nearest relatives with confidence. Indeed, I have been forced to conceal
the real causes of many of the events recounted in my former books. It will now be my duty, in this part of
my history, to tell what has hitherto remained untold, and to state the real motives and origin of the actions
which I have already recounted. But, when undertaking this new task, how painful and hard will it be, to be
obliged to falter and contradict myself as to what I have said about the lives of Justinian and Theodora: and
particularly so, when I reflect that what I am about to write will not appear to future generations either
credible or probable, especially when a long lapse of years shall have made them old stories; for which
reason I fear that I may be looked upon as a romancer, and reckoned among playwrights. However, I shall
have the courage not to shrink from this important work, because my story will not lack witnesses; for the
men of to-day, who are the best informed witnesses of these facts, will hand on trustworthy testimony of
their truth to posterity. Yet, when I was about to undertake this work, another objection often presented itself
to my mind, and for a long time held me in suspense.
I doubted whether it would be right to hand down these events to posterity; for the wickedest actions had
better remain unknown to future times than come to the ears of tyrants, and be imitated by them. For most
rulers are easily led by lack of knowledge into imitating the evil deeds of their predecessors, and find it their
easiest plan to walk in the evil ways of their forefathers.
Later, however, I was urged to record these matters, by the reflection that those who hereafter may wish to
play the tyrant will clearly see, in the first place, that it is probable that retribution will fall upon them for the
evil that they may do, seeing that this was what befell these people; and, secondly, that their actions and
habits of life will be published abroad for all time, and therefore they will perhaps be less ready to transgress.
Who, among posterity, would have known of the licentious life of Semiramis, or of the madness of
Sardanapalus or Nero, if no memorials of them had been left to us by contemporary writers? The description
of such things, too, will not be entirely without value to such as hereafter may be so treated by tyrants; for
unhappy people are wont to console themselves by the thought that they are not the only persons who have
so suffered. For these reasons, I shall first give a description of the evil wrought by Belisarius, and
afterwards I shall describe the misdeeds of Justinian and Theodora…
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From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

This book untitled The Secret History of the Court of Justinian to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Dolly Taylor:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Secret History of
the Court of Justinian, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Dorinda Kling:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Secret History of the Court of Justinian why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Vanessa McGinty:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Secret History of the Court of Justinian this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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