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Ryokan (1758–1831) is, along with Dogen and Hakuin, one of the three giants of Zen in Japan. But unlike
his two renowned colleagues, Ryokan was a societal dropout, living mostly as a hermit and a beggar. He was
never head of a monastery or temple. He liked playing with children. He had no dharma heir. Even so,
people recognized the depth of his realization, and he was sought out by people of all walks of life for the
teaching to be experienced in just being around him. His poetry and art were wildly popular even in his
lifetime. He is now regarded as one of the greatest poets of the Edo Period, along with Basho, Buson, and
Issa. He was also a master artist-calligrapher with a very distinctive style, due mostly to his unique and
irrepressible spirit, but also because he was so poor he didn't usually have materials: his distinctive thin line
was due to the fact that he often used twigs rather than the brushes he couldn't afford. He was said to practice
his brushwork with his fingers in the air when he didn't have any paper. There are hilarious stories about how
people tried to trick him into doing art for them, and about how he frustrated their attempts. As an old man,
he fell in love with a young Zen nun who also became his student. His affection for her colors the mature
poems of his late period. This collection contains more than 140 of Ryokan's poems, with selections of his
art, and of the very funny anecdotes about him.
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From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book Sky Above, Great Wind: The Life and Poetry of Zen Master Ryokan it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Nikki Jones:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Sky Above, Great Wind: The
Life and Poetry of Zen Master Ryokan that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Sky Above, Great Wind: The Life and Poetry of
Zen Master Ryokan become your own starter.

Jane Kim:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Sky Above, Great Wind: The Life
and Poetry of Zen Master Ryokan is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Allison Phelps:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for the
Sky Above, Great Wind: The Life and Poetry of Zen Master Ryokan when you desired it?
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