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What can atheists tell us about religious life? Russian archives contain awealth of information on religiosity
during the Soviet era, but most of it is written from the hostile perspective of officials and scholars charged
with promoting atheism. Based on archival research in locations as diverse as the multi-religious Volga
region, Moscow, and Texas, Sonja Luehrmann argues that we can learn agreat deal about Soviet religiosity
when we focus not just on what documents say but also on what they did. Especially during the post-war
decades (1950s-1970s), the puzzle of religious persistence under socialism challenged atheists to develop
new approaches to studying and theorizing religion while also trying to control it. Taking into account the
logic of filing systems aswell as the content of documents, the book shows how documentary action made
religious believers firmly a part of Soviet society while simultaneously casting them as ideologically alien.
When juxtaposed with oral, printed, and samizdat sources, the records of institutions such as the Council of
Religious Affairs and the Communist Party take on adialogical quality. In distanced and carefully
circumscribed form, they preserve traces of encounters with religious believers. By contrast, collections
compiled by western supporters during the Cold War sometimes lack thisideological friction, recruiting
Soviet believers into a deceptively simple binary of religion versus communism. Through careful readings
and comparisons of different documentary genres and depositories, this book opens up adifficult set of
sources to students of religion and secularism.
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From reader reviews:
Cameron Kédller:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare timeto
take awalk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Religion in
Secular Archives: Soviet Atheism and Historical Knowledge (The Oxford Series on History and Archives)?
Maybe it isto become best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Kevin Miller:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Religion in Secular Archives: Soviet Atheism and Historical
Knowledge (The Oxford Series on History and Archives) seemed to be making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book
Religion in Secular Archives: Soviet Atheism and Historical Knowledge (The Oxford Series on History and
Archives) is not only giving you alot more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel
bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Religion in
Secular Archives: Soviet Atheism and Historical Knowledge (The Oxford Series on History and Archives).
You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Thelma Davis;

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
isactually Religion in Secular Archives: Soviet Atheism and Historical Knowledge (The Oxford Series on
History and Archives).

Harrison Bowman:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Religion in Secular Archives: Soviet
Atheism and Historical Knowledge (The Oxford Series on History and Archives) or even others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Religion in



Secular Archives: Soviet Atheism and Historical Knowledge (The Oxford Series on History and Archives) to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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