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Along with millions of other Frenchmen, Louis Barthas, a thirty-five-year-old barrelmaker from a small
wine-growing town, was conscripted to fight the Germans in the opening days of World War I. Corporal
Barthas spent the next four years in near-ceaseless combat, wherever the French army fought its fiercest
battles: Artois, Flanders, Champagne, Verdun, the Somme, the Argonne. Barthas’ riveting wartime narrative,
first published in France in 1978, presents the vivid, immediate experiences of a frontline soldier.
 
This excellent new translation brings Barthas’ wartime writings to English-language readers for the first
time. His notebooks and letters represent the quintessential memoir of a “poilu,” or “hairy one,” as the
untidy, unshaven French infantryman of the fighting trenches was familiarly known. Upon Barthas’ return
home in 1919, he painstakingly transcribed his day-to-day writings into nineteen notebooks, preserving not
only his own story but also the larger story of the unnumbered soldiers who never returned. Recounting
bloody battles and endless exhaustion, the deaths of comrades, the infuriating incompetence and tyranny of
his own officers, Barthas also describes spontaneous acts of camaraderie between French poilus and their
German foes in trenches just a few paces apart. An eloquent witness and keen observer, Barthas takes his
readers directly into the heart of the Great War.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Poilu: The World
War I Notebooks of Corporal Louis Barthas, Barrelmaker, 1914-1918 suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Poilu: The World War I Notebooks of Corporal
Louis Barthas, Barrelmaker, 1914-1918is a single of several books in which everyone read now. That book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Adrian Kester:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Poilu: The World War I Notebooks of
Corporal Louis Barthas, Barrelmaker, 1914-1918, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Carlos Callahan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very important
along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Different categories of books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Poilu: The World War I Notebooks of Corporal
Louis Barthas, Barrelmaker, 1914-1918.

Vicky Penn:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book Poilu: The World War I Notebooks of Corporal Louis
Barthas, Barrelmaker, 1914-1918 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Poilu: The World War I Notebooks of Corporal
Louis Barthas, Barrelmaker, 1914-1918 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and



confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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