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This book presents an account of masculinity in eighteenth century Britain. In particular it is concerned with
the impact of an emergent polite society on notions of manliness and the gentleman.

From the 1660s a new type of social behaviour, politeness, was promoted by diverse writers. Based on
continental ideas of refinement, it stressed the merits of genuine and generous sociability as befitted a
progressive and tolerant nation. Early eighteenth century writers encouraged men to acquire the
characteristics of politeness by becoming urbane town gentlemen. Later commentators promoted an
alternative culture of sensibility typified by the man of feeling. Central to both was the need to spend more
time with women, now seen as key agents of refinement. The relationship demanded a reworking of what it
meant to be manly.

Being manly and polite was a difficult balancing act. Refined manliness presented new problems for
eighteenth century men. What was the relationship between politeness and duplicity? Were feminine actions
such as tears and physical delicacy acceptable or not? Critics believed polite society led to effeminacy, not
manliness, and condemned this failure of male identity with reference to the fop.

This book reveal s the significance of social over sexua conduct for eighteenth century definitions of
masculinity. It shows how features traditionally associated with nineteenth century models were well
established in the earlier figure of the polite town-dweller or sentimental man of feeling.

Using personal stories and diverse public statements drawn from conduct books, magazines, sermons and

novels, thisisavivid account of the changing status of men and masculinity as Britain moved into the
modern period.
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From reader reviews:
Ross Adams:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading areserve will give you alot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read thisMen
and the Emergence of Polite Society, Britain 1660-1800 (Women And Men In History), it is possible to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
book.

Robert Spann:

Aswe know that book is essentia thing to add our information for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, Britain 1660-1800 (Women And
Men In History) wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
selling point of abook, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike right now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Norma Baumgarten:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, Britain 1660-1800 (Women And Men In
History) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must
choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt
to change your life with that book Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, Britain 1660-1800 (Women
And Men In History). Y ou can more attractive than now.

Michael Blossom:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information coming
from abook. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the Men



and the Emergence of Polite Society, Britain 1660-1800 (Women And Men In History) when you required
it?
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