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Due to continuing immigration and increasing racial and ethnic inclusiveness, higher education institutions
in the United States are likely to grow ever more diversein the 21st century. This shift holds both promise
and peril: Increased inter-ethnic contact could lead to a more fruitful learning environment that encourages
collaboration. On the other hand, social identity and on-campus diversity remain hotly contested issues that
often raise intergroup tensions and inhibit discussion. How can we help diverse students learn from each
other and gain the competencies they will need in an increasingly multicultural America? Dialogue Across
Difference synthesizes three years' worth of research from an innovative field experiment focused on
improving intergroup understanding, relationships and collaboration. The result is a fascinating study of the
potential of intergroup dialogue to improve relations across race and gender.

First developed in the late 1980s, intergroup dial ogues bring together an equal humber of students from two
different groups — such as people of color and white people, or women and men — to share their perspectives
and learn from each other. To test the possible impact of such courses and to develop a standard of best
practice, the authors of Dialogue Across Difference incorporated various theories of social psychology,
higher education, communication studies and social work to design and implement a uniform curriculumin
nine universities across the country. Unlike most studies on intergroup dialogue, this project employed
random assignment to enroll more than 1,450 students in experimental and control groups, including in 26
dialogue courses and control groups on race and gender each. Students admitted to the dial ogue courses
learned about racial and gender inequalities through readings, role-play activities and personal reflections.
The authors tracked students' progress using a mixed-method approach, including longitudinal surveys,
content analyses of student papers, interviews of students, and videotapes of sessions. The results are
heartening: Over the course of aterm, students who participated in intergroup dial ogues devel oped more
insight into how members of other groups perceive the world. They also became more thoughtful about the
structural underpinnings of inequality, increased their motivation to bridge differences and intergroup
empathy, and placed a greater value on diversity and collaborative action. The authors aso note that the
effects of such courses were evident on nearly all measures. While students did report an initial increasein
negative emotions — a possible indication of the difficulty of openly addressing race and gender — that effect
was no longer present ayear after the course. Overall, the results are remarkably consistent and point to an
optimistic conclusion: intergroup dialogue is more than mere talk. It fosters productive communication about
and across differencesin the service of greater collaboration for equity and justice.

Ambitious and timely, Dialogue Across Difference presents a persuasive practical, theoretical and empirical
account of the benefits of intergroup dialogue. The data and research presented in this volume offer a useful
model for improving relations among different groups not just in the college setting but in the United States
aswell.
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From reader reviews:
Betty Epperson:

This Dialogue Across Difference: Practice, Theory, and Research on Intergroup Dialogue book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will
be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read
alot of information you will get. This specific Dialogue Across Difference: Practice, Theory, and Research
on Intergroup Dialogue without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't become worry Dialogue Across Difference: Practice, Theory, and Research on
Intergroup Dialogue can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Dialogue Across Difference: Practice,
Theory, and Research on Intergroup Dial ogue having fine arrangement in word and a so layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jenny Davis:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Dialogue Across Difference: Practice, Theory, and Research on
Intergroup Dialogue book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the data
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer regarding Dialogue Across Difference: Practice, Theory, and Research on
Intergroup Dialogue content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different such asit. So, do you nonetheless thinking
Dialogue Across Difference: Practice, Theory, and Research on Intergroup Dialogue is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Pablo McNamar a:

The actual book Dialogue Across Difference: Practice, Theory, and Research on Intergroup Dialogue has a
lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Manuel Frazier:

Isit anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dialogue Across Difference: Practice, Theory,
and Research on Intergroup Dialogue can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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