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Ordinary people don’t experience history asit is taught by historians. They live across the convenient
chronological divides we impose on the past. The same people who lived through the Civil War and the
eradication of davery aso dealt with the hardships of Reconstruction, so why do we almost always treat
them separately? In Children of Fire, renowned historian Thomas C. Holt challenges this form to tell the
story of generations of African Americans through the lived experience of the subjects themselves, with al
of the nuances, ironies, contradictions, and complexities one might expect.

Building on seminal books like John Hope Franklin’s From Savery to Freedom and many others, Holt
captures the entire African American experience from the moment the first twenty African slaves were sold
at Jamestown in 1619. Each chapter focuses on a generation of individuals who shaped the course of
American history, hoping for a better life for their children but often confronting the ebb and flow of their
civil rights and status within society. Many familiar faces grace these pages—Frederick Douglass, W.E.B.
DuBois, Martin Luther King, and Barack Obama—but also some overlooked ones. Figures like Anthony
Johnson, a slave who bought his freedom in late seventeenth century Virginia and built a sizable plantation,
only to have it stolen away from his children by an increasingly racist court system. Or Frank Moore, a WWiI
veteran and sharecropper who sued hislandlord for unfair practices, but found himself charged with murder
after fighting off an angry white posse. Taken together, their stories tell how African Americans fashioned a
culture and identity amid the turmoil of four centuries of American history.
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From reader reviews:
Ella Cook:

The feeling that you get from Children of Fire: A History of African Americansis amore deep you searching
the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Children of Fire: A History of African Americans giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read
that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this Children of Fire: A History of African Americans instantly.

Ray Ortiz:

The publication with title Children of Fire: A History of African Americans posesses alot of information that
you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant
to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of
the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Joseph Myrick:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto examine a book. When you
read a book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Children of Fire: A History of African Americanswill give you anew experiencein
studying a book.

WillisHarrington:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading abook. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the book Children of Fire: A History of African Americansto make
your current reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about
book and studying especidly. It isto be first opinion for you to like to open abook and go through it. Beside
that the publication Children of Fire: A History of African Americans can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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