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There are literally hundredsif not thousands of books written about Judaism and Jews, but this book is unlike
any previously published. It focuses on the topic of 'circumventing custom' with special emphasis on the
ingenious ways Orthodox (and other) Jews have devised to avoid breaking the extensive list of activities
forbidden on the Sabbath. After examining the sources of Sabbath observance as set forth in the Old
Testament, the New Testament, and rabbinical writings, some of the most salient forms of circumvention are
described. These include: riding a special Shabbat elevator, unscrewing the lightbulb in the refrigerator,
constructing an eruv (a space extending one's domicile so that objects may be carried outside the home), and
relying on the services of the so-called 'Shabbes Goy," among others. Dundes respectfully analyzes such
facets of Jewish characteristics as an undue concern with purity, and along-established tradition of indulging
in nit-picking and argumentation. The resultant picture of Jewish character is drawn from an unusual mixture
of religious written texts and oral tradition (jokes and proverbs). The sources range from ancient Israel to
works from the twenty-first century. In many ways, it is an authentic and striking Jewish self-portrait that is
painted for the very first time in this fascinating volume.
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From reader reviews:
William Hoover :

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Shabbat Elevator and other Sabbath Subterfuges:
An Unorthodox Essay on Circumventing Custom and Jewish Character. Try to the actual book The Shabbat
Elevator and other Sabbath Subterfuges: An Unorthodox Essay on Circumventing Custom and Jewish
Character as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Kimberly Williams:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friendsisthing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Shabbat Elevator and other Sabbath
Subterfuges: An Unorthodox Essay on Circumventing Custom and Jewish Character, you are able to enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh comeon its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

James Shafer:

The book untitled The Shabbat Elevator and other Sabbath Subterfuges: An Unorthodox Essay on
Circumventing Custom and Jewish Character contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains
her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of
literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Robert Defazio:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication The Shabbat Elevator and other Sabbath Subterfuges: An
Unorthodox Essay on Circumventing Custom and Jewish Character was filled regarding science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from abook, you can experience enjoy to read a



guide. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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