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Robin Lakoff gets to the heart of one of the most fascinating and pressing issues in American society today:
who holds power and how they use it, keep it, or lose it. In a brilliant and vastly entertaining discussion of
news events that have occupied an enormous amount of media space--political correctness, the Anita
Hill/Clarence Thomas hearings, Hillary Rodham Clinton as First Lady, O. J. Simpson's murder trial, the
Ebonics controversy, and the Clinton sex scandal--Lakoff shows that the struggle for power and status at the
end of the century is being played out as a war over language. Controlling language is a basis for all power,
she says, and therefore it is worth fighting for. As a result, newly emergent groups, especially blacks and
women, are contending with middle- to upper-class white men for a share in "language rights."

Lakoff's introduction to linguistic theories and the philosophy of language lays the groundwork for an
exploration of news stories that meet what she calls the UAT (Undue Attention Test). As the stories became
the subject of talk-show debates, late-night comedy routines, Web sites, and magazine articles, they were
embroidered with additional meanings, depending on who was telling the story. Race, gender, or both are at
the heart of these stories, and each one is about the right to construct meanings from languagein short, to
possess power. Because language tells us how we are connected to one another, who has power and who
does not, the stories reflect the language war.

We use language to analyze what we call "reality," the author argues, but we mistrust how language is used
today--witness the "politics of personal destruction" following the Clinton impeachment. Yet Lakoff sees in
the struggle over language a positive goal: equality in the creation of our national discourse. Her writing is
accessible and witty, and her excerpts from the media are used to great effect.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Dell:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because
just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular The Language War to read.

Kirk Mathews:

Here thing why this specific The Language War are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. The Language War giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no book that similar with The Language War. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Language War in
e-book can be your option.

Hoyt Moore:

Beside this The Language War in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Language War because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from today!

Sue Joseph:

You will get this The Language War by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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