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In this impressively researched and highly original work, Paul Lucier explains how science became an
integral part of American technology and industry in the nineteenth century. Scientists and Swindlers
introduces us to a new service of professionals: the consulting scientists. Lucier follows these entrepreneurial
men of science on their wide-ranging commercial engagements from the shores of Nova Scotia to the coast
of California and shows how their innovative work fueled the rapid growth of the American coal and oil
industries and the rise of American geology and chemistry. Along the way, he explores the decisive battles
over expertise and authority, the high-stakes court cases over patenting research, the intriguing and often
humorous exploits of swindlers, and the profound ethical challenges of doing science for money.

Starting with the small surveying businesses of the 1830s and reaching to the origins of applied science in
the 1880s, Lucier recounts the complex and curious relations that evolved as geologists, chemists, capitalists,
and politicians worked to establish scientific research as a legitimate, regularly compensated, and respected
enterprise. This sweeping narrative enriches our understanding of how the rocks beneath our feet became
invaluable resources for science, technology, and industry.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some sort of book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
publication. The book Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820--1890 (Johns
Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Carlo Young:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820--1890 (Johns Hopkins
Studies in the History of Technology).

Roxanne Mazon:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Scientists and Swindlers:
Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820--1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology)
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react towards the world.
It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick
Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820--1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the
History of Technology) become your own personal starter.

Brandon Justice:

This Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America, 1820--1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies
in the History of Technology) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
or you who still having little digest in reading this Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in



America, 1820--1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) can be the light food for you
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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