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Roots of a Region reveals the importance of folk traditions in shaping and expressing the American South.
This overview covers the entire region and all forms of ex-pression-oral, musical, customary, and material.

The author establishes how folklore pervades and reflects the region's economics, history (espe-cially the
Civil War), race rela-tions, religion, and politics. He follows with a catalog of those folk-cultural traits-from
food and crafts to music and story-that are distinctly southern. The book then explores the Native American
and Old World sources of southern folk culture. Two case studies serve as examples to stu-dents and as
evidence of the author's larger points. The first traces the origins and develop-ment of an artifact type, the
clay jug; the second examines a place, Georgia, and the relationship of its folklore to the region as a whole.

The author concludes by looking to the future of folklife in a region that has lost much of its agrarian base as
it modernizes, a future dependent on recent immigration and appreciation of older southern traditions by a
largely urban audience. Supporting these explorations are 115 illustrations-sixteen in color-and an extensive
bibliography of books on southern folk culture.

John A. Burrison is Regents Professor of English and director of the folklore curriculum at Georgia State
University. He also serves as curator of the Goizueta Folklife Gallery at the Atlanta History Museum and of
the Folk Pottery Museum of Northeast Georgia at Sautee Nacoochee Center. His previous books are Brothers
in Clay: The Story of Georgia Folk Pottery, Storytellers: Folktales and Legends from the South, and Shaping
Traditions: Folk Arts in a Changing South.
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From reader reviews:

Leona Ferretti:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Roots of a Region: Southern Folk Culture. Try to make the book Roots of a
Region: Southern Folk Culture as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Willie Wilson:

This Roots of a Region: Southern Folk Culture are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Roots of a Region: Southern Folk Culture can be one of
several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Roots of a Region: Southern Folk Culture forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Frank Wimmer:

This book untitled Roots of a Region: Southern Folk Culture to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone.
So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Kristi Jones:

Exactly why? Because this Roots of a Region: Southern Folk Culture is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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