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Jennifer Wunder makes a strong case for the importance of hermeticism and the secret societies to an
understanding of John Keats's poetry and his speculations about religious and philosophical questions.
Although secret societies exercised enormous cultural influence during the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries, they have received little attention from Romantic scholars. And yet, information about
the societies permeated all aspects of Romantic culture. Groups such as the Rosicrucians and the Freemasons
fascinated the reading public, and the market was flooded with articles, pamphlets, and books that discussed
the societies's goals and hermetic philosophies, debated their influence, and drew on their mythologies for
literary inspiration. Wunder recovers the common knowledge about the societies and offers readers a first
look at the role they played in the writings of Romantic authors in general and Keats in particular. She argues
that Keats was aware of the information available about the secret societies and employed hermetic
terminology and imagery associated with these groups throughout his career. As she traces the influence of
these secret societies on Keats's poetry and letters, she offers readers a new perspective not only on Keats's
writings but also on scholarship treating his religious and philosophical beliefs. While scholars have tended
either to consider Keats's aesthetic and religious speculations on their own terms or to adopt a more historical
approach that rejects an emphasis on the spiritual for a materialist interpretation, Wunder offers us a middle
way. Restoring Keats to a milieu characterized by simultaneously worldly and mythological propensities, she
helps to explain if not fully reconcile the insights of both camps.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Holmes:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies: 0 (The
Nineteenth Century) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Eddie Patten:

This book untitled Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies: 0 (The Nineteenth Century) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Elizabeth Givens:

The book untitled Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies: 0 (The Nineteenth Century) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice go through.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

Beside this Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies: 0 (The Nineteenth Century) in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies: 0 (The Nineteenth
Century) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the item? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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