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One of the country's leading health economists presents a provocative analysis of the transformation of
American medicine from a system of professional dominance to an industry under corporate control. James
Robinson examines the economic and political forces that have eroded the traditional medical system of solo
practice and fee-for-service insurance, hindered governmental regulation, and invited the market competition
and organizational innovations that now are under way. The trend toward health care corporatization is
irreversible, he says, and it parallels analogous trends toward privatization in the world economy.

The physician is the key figure in health care, and how physicians are organized is central to the health care
system, says Robinson. He focuses on four forms of physician organization to illustrate how external
pressures have led to health care innovations: multispecialty medical groups, Independent Practice
Associations (IPAs), physician practice management firms, and physician-hospital organizations. These
physician organizations have evolved in the past two decades by adopting from the larger corporate sector
similar forms of ownership, governance, finance, compensation, and marketing.

In applying economic principles to the maelstrom of health care, Robinson highlights the similarities
between competition and consolidation in medicine and in other sectors of the economy. He points to hidden
costs in fee-for-service medicine—overtreatment, rampant inflation, uncritical professional dominance
regarding treatment decisions—factors often overlooked when newer organizational models are criticized.

Not everyone will share Robinson's appreciation for market competition and corporate organization in
American health care, but he challenges those who would return to the inefficient and inequitable era of
medicine from which we've just emerged. Forcefully written and thoroughly documented, The Corporate
Practice of Medicine presents a thoughtful—and optimistic—view of a future health care system, one in
which physician entrepreneurship is a dynamic component.
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From reader reviews:

Kate Word:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Corporate
Practice of Medicine: Competition and Innovation in Health Care (California/Milbank Books on Health and
the Public)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Richard Holeman:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Corporate Practice of Medicine: Competition and
Innovation in Health Care (California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public) can be very good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Elizabeth Easterling:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Corporate Practice of Medicine:
Competition and Innovation in Health Care (California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public) is simple to
deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Annetta Doucette:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Corporate Practice of Medicine:
Competition and Innovation in Health Care (California/Milbank Books on Health and the Public) can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time
by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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