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When he settled in Mexican Texas in 1832 and began courting Anna Raguet, Sam Houston had been
separated from his Tennessee wife Eliza Allen for three years, while having already married and divorced his
Cherokee wife Tiana and at least two other Indian "wives" during the interval. Houston's political enemies
derided these marital irregularities, but in fact Houston's legal and extralegal marriages hardly set him apart
from many other Texas men at a time when illicit and unstable unions were common in the yet-to-be-formed
Lone Star State.

In this book, Mark Carroll draws on legal and social history to trace the evolution of sexual, family, and
racial-caste relations in the most turbulent polity on the southern frontier during the antebellum period
(1823-1860). He finds that the marriages of settlers in Texas were typically born of economic necessity and
that, with few white women available, Anglo men frequently partnered with Native American, Tejano, and
black women. While identifying a multicultural array of gender roles that combined with law and frontier
disorder to destabilize the marriages of homesteaders, he also reveals how harsh living conditions, land
policies, and property rules prompted settling spouses to cooperate for survival and mutual economic gain.
Of equal importance, he reveals how evolving Texas law reinforced the substantial autonomy of Anglo
women and provided them material rewards, even as it ensured that cross-racial sexual relationships and
their reproductive consequences comported with slavery and a regime that dispossessed and subordinated
free blacks, Native Americans, and Tejanos.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and
the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture
(Paperback)). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860
(Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)). You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Raymond Roth:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Homesteads Ungovernable: Families,
Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History,
Life, and Culture (Paperback)) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Arthur Ramires:

The e-book untitled Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-
1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex,
Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and
Culture (Paperback)) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Paul Mendosa:

This Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and
Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) is new way for you who has interest
to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting



knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris
Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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