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Yukio Mishima was the most internationally acclaimed Japanese author of the twentieth century:
prodigiously talented, dazzlingly prolific and a prime candidate for the Nobel Prize. Yet in 1970 Mishima
shocked the world with a bizarre attempt at a coup d’état, which ended in his suicide by ritual
disembowelment.
In his radically new analysis of an extraordinary life, Damian Flanagan moves away from the stereotypical
depiction of Mishima as a right-wing nationalist and aesthete and presents him as a man utterly obsessed
with time – time-keeping devices and symbols – arguing that this compulsion was at the heart of the author’s
literature and life.
This book untangles the frequent distortions in the writer’s memoirs, which have often been taken at face
value, and traces the evolution of Mishima’s attempts to master and transform both his sexuality and artistic
persona. Though often perceived as a solitary protest figure, this book shows how Mishima was very much
in tune with post-war culture: taking up bodybuilding and becoming a model and actor in the 1950s;
adopting the themes of contemporary political scandals in his work; courting English translators and even
becoming influenced by the student protests and hippy subculture of the late 1960s. Yet while being in thrall
to the modern world, the flip side of Mishima’s personality – his hidden neuroses and the traumas of his
youth – continually pushed him towards a firm rejection of modern Japan and his explosive final act of self-
annihilation.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Israel:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Yukio Mishima (Critical Lives) will make
you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Karen Keegan:

The book Yukio Mishima (Critical Lives) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Yukio Mishima (Critical Lives)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Yukio Mishima (Critical
Lives) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Homer Anderson:

Yukio Mishima (Critical Lives) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Yukio Mishima (Critical Lives) however doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Donald Chen:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Yukio Mishima (Critical Lives) can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in
this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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