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Despite the painstaking work of Pound scholars, the mythos of The Cantos has yet to be properly understood
— primarily because until now its occult sources have not been examined sufficiently. Drawing upon
archival as well as recently published material, this study traces Pound’s intimate engagement with specific
occultists (W.B. Yeats, Allen Upward, Alfred Orage, and G.R.S. Mead) and their ideas. The author argues
that speculative occultism was a major factor in the evolution of Pound’s extraordinary aesthetic and
religious sensibility, much noticed in Pound criticism.

The discussion falls into two sections. The first section details Pound’s interest in particular occult
movements. It describes the tradition of Hellenistic occultism from Eleusis to the present, and establishes
that Pound’s contact with the occult began at least as early as his undergraduate years and that he came to
London already primed on the occult. Many of his London acquaintances were unquestionably occultists.

The second section outlines a tripartite schema for The Cantos (katabasis/dromena/epopteia) which, in turn,
is applied to the poem. It is argued here that The Cantos is structured on the model of a initiation rather than
a journey, and that the poem does not so much describe an initiation rite as enact one for the reader.

In exploring and attempting to understand Pounds’ occultism and its implications to his [Pounds’] oeuvre,
Tryphonopoulos sheds new light upon one of the great works of modern Western literature.
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From reader reviews:

Emma Berkey:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The
Celestial Tradition: A Study of Ezra Pound's The Cantos? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Roy Taylor:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Celestial
Tradition: A Study of Ezra Pound's The Cantos that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all
of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Celestial Tradition: A Study of Ezra
Pound's The Cantos become your current starter.

Kenneth Matson:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The Celestial
Tradition: A Study of Ezra Pound's The Cantos offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Donald Purcell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Celestial Tradition: A
Study of Ezra Pound's The Cantos which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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