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The expansion of executive powers amid the war on terrorism has brought the presidency to the center of
heated public debate. Now, in The American Presidency, presidential authority Charles O. Jones provides
invaluable background to the current controversy, in acompact, reliable guide to the office of the chief
executive.

This marvelously concise survey is packed with information about the presidency, some of it quite
surprising. We learn, for example, that the Founders adopted the word "president” over "governor" and other
alternatives because it suggested alight hand, as in one who presides, rather than rules. Indeed, the
Constitutional Convention first agreed to aweak chief executive elected by congress for one seven-year
term, later calling for independent el ection and separation of powers. Jones sheds much light on how
assertive leaders, such as Andrew Jackson, Theodore Roosevelt, and FDR enhanced the power of the
presidency, and illuminating how such factors as philosophy (Reagan's anti-Communist conservatism), the
legacy of previous presidencies (Jimmy Carter following Watergate), relations with Congress, and the impact
of outside events have all influenced presidential authority. He also explores the rise of federal power and the
dramatic expansion of federal agencies, showing how the president takes a direct hand in this vast
bureaucracy, and he examines the political process of selecting presidents, from the days of deadlocked
conventionsto the rise of the primary after World War 1.

"In 200 years," he writes, "the presidency had changed from that of a person--Washington followed by
Adams, then Jefferson--to a presidential enterprise with a cast of thousands." Jones explains how this
remarkable expansion has occurred and where it may lead in the future.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:
Adam Allen:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions).

Tammy Lugo:

The book The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like abook The
American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? A few of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can
seem the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Alice Myers:

The book untitled The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a
lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can easily
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice go through.

LenoraDryer:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.

Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you personally is The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this book
consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often



the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal al of you.
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