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How to Read African American Literature offers a series of provocations designed to unsettle the
predominant  assumptions and interpretations readers make when encountering post-Civil Rights black
fiction. Convening around the prolific slavery narratives that lie at the heart of contemporary black literary
studies, Aida Levy-Hussen’s argument develops on two levels: as a textual analysis of black historical
fiction, and as a critical examination of the reading practices that characterize the scholarship of our
time.               

Examining a body of novels written after the Civil Rights era, including works by Toni Morrison, David
Bradley, Octavia Butler, Charles Johnson, and others, Levy-Hussen engages the charged debate over how
these writers and their critics understand the work of black literature and its preoccupation with narratives of
slavery. Through a series of readings informed by psychoanalysis, affect theory, memory studies, and
feminist and queer theory, she reveals how social injury and collective grief inhabit and drive post-Civil
Rights African Americanist discourses. Levy-Hussen contends that rather than wed ourselves to a
“therapeutic” mode of reading (the idea that working through historical trauma will enable psychic healing in
the present) or “prohibitive” reading (the belief that such fictions of historical return are dangerous and to be
avoided), we must develop a supple method of reading and interpretation that attends to the indirect,
unexpected, and opaque workings of historical fantasy and desire. Moving beyond the redemption of
historical wounds, Levy-Hussen makes a crucial intervention into African American literary studies,
proposing new ways to read African American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Rodgers:

Often the book How to Read African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the Task of
Interpretation will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book How to
Read African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the Task of Interpretation is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily
to read the book.

Nancy Collins:

The publication with title How to Read African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the Task
of Interpretation contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Martha Dixon:

This How to Read African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the Task of Interpretation is
new way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this How to Read African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction
and the Task of Interpretation can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Jose Said:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the How to Read African American Literature: Post-Civil Rights Fiction and the Task of
Interpretation when you essential it?
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