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Chester Himes and John A. Williams met in 1961, as Himes was on the cusp of transcontinental celebrity
and Williams, sixteen years his junior, was just beginning his writing career. Both men would go on to
receive international acclaim for their work, including Himes’s Harlem detective novels featuring Grave
Digger Jones and Coffin Ed Johnson and Williams’s major novels The Man Who Cried I Am, Captain
Blackman, and Clifford’s Blues. Dear Chester, Dear John is a landmark collection of correspondence
between these two friends, presenting nearly three decades worth of letters about their lives and loves, their
professional and personal challenges, and their reflections on society in the United States and abroad.

Prepared by John A. Williams and his wife, Lori, this collection contains rare and personal glimpses into the
lives of Williams and Himes between 1962 and 1987. As the writers find increasing professional success and
recognition, they share candid assessments of each others’ work and also discuss the numerous pitfalls they
faced as African American writers in the publishing world. The letters offer a window into Himes’s and
Williams’s personalities, as the elder writer reveals his notoriously difficult and suspicious streak, and
Williams betrays both immense affection and frustration in dealing with his old friend. Despite several rifts
in their relationship, Williams’s concern for Himes’s failing health ensured that the two kept in touch until
Himes’s death.

Dear Chester, Dear John is a heartfelt and informative collection that allows readers to step behind the scenes
of a lifelong friendship between two important literary figures. Students and teachers of African American
literature will enjoy this one-of-a-kind volume.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Flynn:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Dear Chester, Dear John:
Letters between Chester Himes and John A. Williams book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Hilda Dumas:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Dear Chester,
Dear John: Letters between Chester Himes and John A. Williams.

Susan Padgett:

Typically the book Dear Chester, Dear John: Letters between Chester Himes and John A. Williams has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Dear Chester, Dear John: Letters
between Chester Himes and John A. Williams book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still hesitation Dear Chester, Dear John: Letters between Chester Himes and John A. Williams as good book
not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book
by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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