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"Violent scenes in American fiction are not only brutal, bleak, and gratuitous," writes Michael Kowalewski.
"They are also, by turns, comic, witty, poignant, and sometimes, strangely enough, even terrifyingly
beautiful." In this fascinating tour of American fiction, Kowalewski examines incidents ranging from
scalpings and torture in The Deerslayer to fish feeding off human viscera in To Have and Have Not, to show
how highly charged descriptive passages bear on major issues concerning a writer's craft. Instead of focusing
on violence as a socio-cultural phenomenon, he explores how writers including Cooper, Poe, Crane,
Hemingway, Faulkner, Wright, Flannery O'Connor, and Pynchon draw on violence in the realistic imagining
of their works and how their respective styles sustain or counteract this imagining.

Kowalewski begins by offering a new definition of realism, or realistic imagining, and the rhetorical
imagination that seems to oppose it. Then for each author he investigates how scenes of violence exemplify
the stylistic imperatives more generally at work in that writer's fiction. Using violence as the critical occasion
for exploring the distinctive qualities of authorial voice, Deadly Musings addresses the question of what
literary criticism is and ought to be, and how it might apply more usefully to the dynamics of verbal
performance.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Deadly Musings. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Deadly Musings.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will
end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open
a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's study.

Betty McClanahan:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Deadly Musings
suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Deadly
Musingsis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Patrick Austin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Deadly Musings that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Deadly Musings
become your starter.

Loren Hatmaker:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Deadly Musings as well as others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Deadly Musings to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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