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What is art? What is it to understand a work of art? What is the value of art? Robert Stecker seeks to answer
these central questions of aesthetics by placing them within the context of an ongoing debate criticizing, but
also explaining what can be learned from, alternative views. His unified philosophy of art, defined in terms
of its evolving functions, is used to explain and to justify current interpretive practices and to motivate an
investigation of artistic value.

Stecker defines art (roughly) as an item that is an artwork at time t if and only if it is in one of the central art
forms at t and is intended to fulfill a function art has at t, or it is an artifact that achieves excellence in
fulfilling such a function. Further, he sees the standard of acceptability for interpretations of artworks to be
relative to their aim. Finally, he tries to understand the value of artworks through an analysis of literature and
the identification of the most important functions of literary works.

In addition to offering original answers to major questions of aesthetics, Artworks covers most of the major
issues in contemporary analytic aesthetics and discusses many major, as well as many minor, figures who
have written about these issues, including Stanley Fish, Joseph Margolis, Richard Rorty, and Richard
Shusterman.
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From reader reviews:

Keith McLeod:

This Artworks: Meaning, Definition, Value book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Artworks: Meaning, Definition, Value without we know teach the one who looking at it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Artworks: Meaning, Definition, Value can bring if
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Artworks: Meaning, Definition, Value having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Christopher Milbrandt:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Artworks: Meaning, Definition, Value is
simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Danny Nehring:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Artworks: Meaning, Definition, Value can
be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Lanita Hill:

You may get this Artworks: Meaning, Definition, Value by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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