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This book explores the relationship between tourism, culture and ethnic identity in Tibet in, focusing in
particular on Shangrila, a Tibetan region in Southwest China, to show how local ‘ Tibetan culture’ is
reconstructed as a marketable commaodity for tourists. It analyses the socio-economic effects of Shangrila
tourism in Tibet, investigating who benefits economically, whilest also considering its political implications
and the ways in which tourism might be linked to the negotiation and reassertion of ethnic identity. It goes
on to examine the spatial re-imagining provoked by the development of tourism, and asks whether atourist
destination inevitably becomes a ‘ pseudo-community’ for the visited. Can afictitious name, invented for the
sake of tourists, still provide the ‘natives' of a place with a sense of identity? This book argues that
conceptions of place are closely linked to notions of social identity, and in the case of Shangrila particularly
to ethnic identity. Viewing the spatial as socially constructed, and place-making as vital to social
organisation, thisis a study of how placeis constructed and contested. It describes how local villagers and
monastic elites have negotiated the area’ s religious geography, how agents of the Communist state have
redefined it as a minority area, and how tourism devel opers are now marketing the region as Shangrilafor
tourist consumption. It outlines the different ‘ place-making' strategies utilised by the various social actors,
including local villagersto create the communities in which they live, monastic elites to invent a Buddhist
Tibetan realm of ‘religious geography’, agents of the People’ s Republic of Chinato define the area as part of
the communist state, and tourism devel opers to market the region as ‘ Shangrila’ for tourist consumption.
Overall, this book is an insightful account of the complex links between tourism, culture and Tibetanethnic
identity in Tibet, and will be of interest to awide range of disciplines including social anthropology,
sociology, human geography, tourism and development studies.
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From reader reviews:
Daniel Smith:

Why? Because this Tourism and Tibetan Culture in Transition: A Place called Shangrila (Routledge
Contemporary China Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will distress you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who al write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it isgood for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of gains than the other
book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So, still want to hold off
having that book? If | were being you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Joan Marcial:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the following
isdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Tourism and Tibetan Culture in Transition: A Place called Shangrila
(Routledge Contemporary China Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover.

Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Casey Russdll:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Tourism and Tibetan Culture in Transition: A
Place called Shangrila (Routledge Contemporary China Series) was colourful and of course has pictures
around. Aswe know that book Tourism and Tibetan Culturein Transition: A Place called Shangrila
(Routledge Contemporary China Series) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
So, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.

Mario Davis:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Tourism and Tibetan Culturein
Transition: A Place called Shangrila (Routledge Contemporary China Series) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading expertise is devel oping when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
through especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide
Tourism and Tibetan Culture in Transition: A Place called Shangrila (Routledge Contemporary China Series)



can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that
time.
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