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Offensive street speech--racist and sexist remarks that can make its targets feel both psychologically and
physically threatened--is surprisingly common in our society. Many argue that this speech is so detestable
that it should be banned under law. But is this an area covered by the First Amendment right to free speech?
Or should it be banned?

In this elegantly written book, Laura Beth Nielsen pursues the answers by probing the legal consciousness of
ordinary citizens. Using a combination of field observations and in-depth, semistructured interviews, she
surveys one hundred men and women, some of whom are routine targets of offensive speech, about how
such speech affects their lives. Drawing on these interviews as well as an interdisciplinary body of
scholarship, Nielsen argues that racist and sexist speech creates, reproduces, and reinforces existing systems
of hierarchy in public places. The law works to normalize and justify offensive public interactions, she
concludes, offering, in essence, a"licenseto harass."

Nielsen relates the results of her interviews to statistical surveys that measure the impact of offensive speech
on the public. Rather than arguing whether law is the appropriate remedy for offensive speech, she allows
that the benefits to democracy, to community, and to society of allowing such speech may very well
outweigh the burdens imposed. Nonethel ess, these burdens, and the stories of the people who bear them,
should not remain invisible and outside the debate.
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From reader reviews:
Howard Kincaid:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication License to Harass: Law,
Hierarchy, and Offensive Public Speech (The Cultural Lives of Law) will make you to always be smarter.
Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Dolores Mika:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Licenseto Harass. Law, Hierarchy, and Offensive Public Speech (The Cultural Lives of Law) your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The License to Harass: Law, Hierarchy, and Offensive
Public Speech (The Cultural Lives of Law) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning asport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Ronda Hagerty:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve
your knowledge, mainly because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get
depend on what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The License to Harass: Law, Hierarchy, and Offensive Public Speech (The Cultural Lives of Law)
offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Benjamin Williams:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list of booksin the
top record in your reading list is usually License to Harass: Law, Hierarchy, and Offensive Public Speech
(The Cultural Livesof Law). Thisbook that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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