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Explores literary theory's fear of and fascination with the mechanical.

Anxieties about fixing the absolute difference between the human being and the mechanical replica of the
human being, the automaton, are as old as the first appearance of the machine itself. Exploring these
anxieties and the efforts they prompted, this book opens a window on one of the most significant, if subtle,
ideological battles waged on behalf of the human against the machine since the Enlightenment-one that
continues in the wake of technological and conceptual progress today.

A sustained examination of the automaton as early modern machine and as a curious ancestor of the
twentieth-century robot, Copying Machines offers extended readings of mechanistic images in the eighteenth
century through the prism of twentieth-century commentary. In readings of texts by Lafayette, Molire,
Laclos, and La Bruyre-and in a chapter on the eighteenth-century inventor of automatons, Jacques
Vaucanson-Catherine Liu provides a fascinating account of ways in which figures of the automaton and of
the preindustrial machine haunt the imagination of ancien rgime France and structure key moments of the
canonical literature and criticism of the period.

Catherine Liu is assistant professor in the Department of Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature and in
the Department of French and Italian at the University of Minnesota.

Translation Inquiries: University of Minnesota Press
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Copying Machines:
Taking Notes for the Automaton is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

The guide with title Copying Machines: Taking Notes for the Automaton has lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Ann Goddard:

This Copying Machines: Taking Notes for the Automaton is completely new way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Copying
Machines: Taking Notes for the Automaton can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Norma Wilson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Copying Machines: Taking Notes for the Automaton
can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Copying Machines: Taking Notes
for the Automaton.
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