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The book has two aims. First, to examine the extent and significance of the connection between Hume's
aesthetics and his moral philosophy; and, second, to consider how, in light of the connection, his moral
philosophy answers central questions in ethics.

The first aim is realized in chapters 1-4. Chapter 1 examines Hume's essay "Of the Standard of Taste" to
understand his search for a "standard" and how this affects the scope of his aesthetics. Chapter 2 establishes
that he treats beauty in nature and art and moral beauty as similar in kind, and applies the conclusions about
his aesthetics to his moral thought. Chapter 3 solves a puzzle to which this gives rise, namely, how
individuals both accept general standards that they also contravene in the course of aesthetic and moral
activity. Chapter 4 takes up the normative aspect of Hume's approach by understanding moral character
through his view of moral beauty.

The second aim of the book is realized in chapters 5-7 by entertaining three objections against Hume's moral
philosophy. First, if morality is an immediate reaction to the beauty of vice and the deformity of virtue, why
is perfect virtue not the general condition of every human individual? Second, if morality consists of
sentiments that arise in the subject, how can moral judgments be objective and claim universal validity? And
third, if one can talk of "general standards" governing conduct, how does one account for the diversity of
moral systems and their change over time? The first is answered by showing that like good taste in
aesthetics, 'right taste' in morals requires that the sentiments are educated; the second, by arguing against the
view that Hume is a subjectivist and a relativist, and the third (chapter 6), by showing that his approach
contains a view of progress left untouched by any personal prejudices Hume himself might harbor. The book
concludes in chapter 7 by showing how Hume's view of philosophy affects the scope of any normative
ethics.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Shiner:

The book Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century
Philosophy) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If
you can make examining a book Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies
in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and
read a reserve Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-
Century Philosophy). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Richard Sims:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge
Studies in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Terry Holmes:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Aesthetics and Morals in the
Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy) is simple to create you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Ella Nebel:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Aesthetics and Morals in the
Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century Philosophy) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading



especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve
Aesthetics and Morals in the Philosophy of David Hume (Routledge Studies in Eighteenth-Century
Philosophy) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of that time.
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