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"Thirty-five years ago, sad to say, CBS, NBC, and ABC created the modern New Hampshire primary." So
says The Control Room, a gritty look at how network news has come to dominate every stage of presidential
selection from the earliest announcements to the final swearing in. As we embark on another of the
quadrennial circuses that determine how the world's most powerful country passes its crown, The Control
Room shows us who really cracks the whip.
Martin Plissner, former political director of CBS News, has played a central role in the network coverage of
every presidential campaign since 1964. Now, drawing on his intimate knowledge of life inside the control
room, he provides a lively and authoritative account of the ways television has come to dominate presidential
politics in the final third of the twentieth century. Blending personal anecdotes with fascinating mini-
histories, Plissner shows how all the elements of the contest for national power in America -- the primaries,
the conventions, and the final counting of the ballots -- are shaped by the struggle among the networks for
supremacy in viewership and breaking news on ever-dwindling budgets.
How did Ross Perot trounce both George Bush and Bill Clinton in primaries he never entered? And how did
Pat Buchanan's far-right call to arms become the main event at the 1992 Republican National Convention?
Why did the country expect a Carter-Reagan photo finish in 1980 and a Clinton landslide in 1996 -- neither
of which happened? The answers to all of these questions begin in the network control rooms.
As the race for the White House heads toward a new century, Plissner reveals how television news coverage
will decide who gets attention and when, who is on the rise and who is down the chute, when the race begins
and when it ends, and what you care about when you vote for president. "The men and women who call the
shots at the network news divisions do have an agenda," writes Plissner. Find out what it is in this fascinating
insider's report.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Control Room: How Television Calls the Shots
in Presidential Elections.

Tammy Campbell:

This The Control Room: How Television Calls the Shots in Presidential Elections book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot
of information you will get. This particular The Control Room: How Television Calls the Shots in
Presidential Elections without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Control Room: How Television Calls the Shots in Presidential
Elections can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Control Room: How Television Calls the Shots
in Presidential Elections having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Kathy Lloyd:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Control Room:
How Television Calls the Shots in Presidential Elections suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Control Room: How Television Calls the Shots in
Presidential Electionsis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot
of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know
the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world within this book.

Kenneth Porter:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add



your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the The Control Room: How Television Calls the Shots in Presidential Elections when you needed it?
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