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Naval hero for all the South, Raphael Semmes (1809-1877) sailed two famous Confederate raiders. He
outfitted CSS Sumter in 1861 and captured 18 Union merchant ships in six months before the raider was
blockaded at Gibraltar. Next he took command of CSS Alabama, an English-built raider, and terrorized U.S.
merchant vessels on the high seas from August 1862 until the raider was sunk in battle off Cherbourg in June
1864. During that two-year period, he captured more enemy merchant ships than any other cruiser captain in
maritime history. He is considered one of the greatest ship's commanders that America has produced.

 

In this first, full-scale biography that relies on Semmes's private papers, unpublished diaries, and
correspondence, Spencer has produced a well-balanced and comprehensive account of the man, as well as
the naval officer. The biographer paints a vivid portrait of Semmes—the intellectual, the family man, lawyer,
romanticist, nationalist—providing a greater understanding of the man behind the heroic deeds.

 

Semmes was born in Maryland to a slave-holding family and entered the United States Navy in 1826. In
1849, he moved his family to Mobile, Alabama, to be near the navy base at Pensacola, Florida, and to
practice law during leaves. Semmes was an astute student, not only of international and maritime law but
also of weather patterns; astronomy; flora and fauna; naval, social, and cultural history; and the classics. His
study of constitutional law led him to side with his adopted state in 1861, a move that set the stage for his
place in history.
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From reader reviews:

Pete Dominguez:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical
Mariner will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Michael Davis:

The experience that you get from Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner is the more deep you looking
the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who
read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this specific Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner instantly.

Mary Craine:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park. They
actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
reserve untitled Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner can be fine book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Rosemary Robinson:

Often the book Raphael Semmes: The Philosophical Mariner has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this book.
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