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We call it justice—the nation of Osama bin Laden, the incarceration of corrupt politicians or
financiers like Rod Blagojevich and Bernard Madoff, and the climactic slaying of cinema-screen villains by
superheroes. But could we not also call it revenge? We are told that revenge is uncivilized and immoral, an
impulse that individuals and societies should actively repress and replace with the order and codes of
courtroom justice. What, if anything, distinguishes punishment at the hands of the government from a
victim'sindividual desire for retribution? Are vengeance and justice really so very different? No, answers
legal scholar and novelist Thane Rosenbaum in Payback: The Case for Revenge—revengeis, in fact,
indistinguishable from justice.

Revenge, Rosenbaum argues, is not the problem. It is, in fact, a perfectly healthy emotion. Instead, the
problem is the inadequacy of lawful outlets through which to expressit. He mounts a case for legal systems
to punish the guilty commensurate with their crimes as part of a societal moral duty to satisfy the needs of
victimsto feel avenged. Indeed, the legal system would better serve the public if it gave victims the sense
that vengeance was being done on their behalf. Drawing on awide range of support, from recent studiesin
behavioral psychology and neuroeconomics, to stories of vengeance and justice denied, to revenge practices
from around the world, to the way in which revenge tales have permeated popular culture—including
Hamlet, The Godfather, and Braveheart—Rosenbaum demonstrates that vengeance needs to be more openly
and honestly discussed and lawfully practiced.

Fiercely argued and highly engaging, Payback is a provocative and eye-opening cultural tour of revenge and
its rewards—from Shakespeare to The Sopranos. It liberates revenge from its social stigmaand proves that
vengeance isindeed ours, aperfectly human and acceptable response to moral injury. Rosenbaum deftly
persuades us to reconsider a misunderstood subject and, along the way, reinvigorates the debate on the shape
of justice in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:
Vance Malik:

Precisely why? Because this Payback: The Case for Revenge is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of gains than
the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So, still
want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Chad Jones:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Payback: The Case for Revenge offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Guadalupe Marshall:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do
isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of several books
in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Payback: The Case for Revenge. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review
this publication you can get many advantages.

lan Sharpless:

Y ou will get this Payback: The Case for Revenge by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.
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